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to Silesia, to make eternal the bonds which will unite
us. If I did not make you a sharer in my plans at first
it was through fprgetfulness rather than for any other
reason. It is not everyone who is as unfettered amid his
work as yourself, and to Cardinal Fleury alone is it granted
to think of and to provide for everything."

And in sending the letter he added :

" I ask nothing better than a close union with His Most
Christian Majesty, whose interests will always be dear to
me, and I flatter myself that he will have no less regard
for mine."

At the same time he was making proposals for a
close union with the natural enemy of France. In
the same month, January, 1741, he addressed the
following sentences to George II.:

" My Brother! I am delighted to see that I have not
deceived myself in placing confidence in Your Majesty.

" As I have had no alliance with anyone I have not
been able to open my mind to anyone; but as I see Your
Majesty's good intentions I regard you as already my
ally, from whom I ought in future to have nothing secret
or concealed. Far from desiring to disturb Europe, I
demand only that heed be paid to the justice of my un-
contestable rights. I place unbounded confidence in
Your Majesty's friendship and in the common interests
of Protestant princes, which require that those oppressed
for their religion should be succoured. The tyranny
under which the Silesians have groanecf is frightful, and
the barbarity of the Catholics towards them inexpress-
ible. If the Protestants lose me they have no other
resort,